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— 77?e MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the coyer sheet beneath the correspondence address— 
Period for Rteplly 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 
OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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MONTH(S) FROM THE MAILING DATE 



- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, such period shall, by default, expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any repfy received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely, may reduce any earned patent 
term adjustment See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 



9ht"~ 



J$ Responsive to communication^) filed on 

□ This action is FOMAL. 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, pmsectuttfiom as to flhia tnmeirto is cDos&d in 
accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 ; 453 O.G. 21 3. 



©Dspxos&ttDoirfl off CDafimms « 
j£ Claim(s) : *2l^-L2 



Of the above claim(s) 
□ Claim(s)- 



^ Claim(s) 

□ Claim(s). 

□ Claim(s) 
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is/are pending in the application. 

is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 

are subject to restriction or election 
requirement 



□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on 

□ The drawing(s) filed on 



is □ approved □ disapproved. 



is/are objected to by the Examiner 



□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Pri rtfy under 33 H0.S.C. § H H© (&H<cQ 
V) Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 (aHcO- 
' flj All □ Some* □ None of the: 

□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
^8 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

□ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received 

in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)) 
'Certified copies not received: : 



□ Information Disclosure Stat ment(s), PTO-1449, Paper N (s). 
J* Notice f Ref rence(s) Cited, PTO-892 
/ Q Notice of Draftsperson's Pat nt Drawing Revi w, PTO-948 



□ Int rvi w Summary, PTO-413 

□ Notice of Inf rmal Patent Application, PTO-152 

□ Oth r : 
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S&rial No. 044094 1 
Art Unit 1724 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office 
action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or 
in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for 
patent in the United States. 

2. Claim 31 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Humphrey, Green, Boester or Wilhelmson. 

Humphrey, Green, Boester and Wilhelmson each disclose the collection of 
black water, with solids separation (by gravity in Humphrey and Green, by the filter 
bag of Boester and by the sieve basket of Wilhelmson) and fermentation of the solids, 
as claimed. 

3. Claims 31 and 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Kiyama et al. 

Kiyama discloses collection of black water by a urine separation toilet, 
followed by fermentation of the waste, as claimed. 

4. Claims 31-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Lindstrom. 

Lindstrom discloses collection of black water by a urine separation toilet (see 
column 3, lines 5-15), followed by fermentation of the waste, with additional liquid 
separation (see column 3, lines 32-34) as claimed. 
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5. Claims 31 and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Jordan. 

Jordan discloses collection of black water, separation of liquid (by settling in 
trap 14), oxidation of the liquid phase (20), separation of the treated liquid (22), and 
reuse to collect black water (28), as claimed. 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

All references cited in the parent application have been made of record. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to 
Christopher Upton at telephone number (703) 308-3741. 
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